Letter by Janet Weir Creighton,
Mayor, City of Canton, Ohio 

Dr. Jane Foley
Senior Vice President
Milken Family Foundation
1250 Fourth Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401-1304 

RE: The Children of Willesden Lane One Book—One Community 

Dear Dr. Foley: 

Last year, the Canton Mayor's Literacy Commission in conjunction with its Literary Partners in the City of Canton, launched the One Book—One Community program. Dave Ewing, past president of the Canton Rotary Club and past District Governor of District #665 and his sister, Barb Ewing Cockroft, a thirty-one year veteran teacher and a community leader in education, were instrumental in starting this program, which has now become an annual, community event. The One Book—One Community program is a terrific way to enlist students and adults to read together. The book that was chosen for this program was The Children of Willesden Lane by Mona Golabek. 

A copy of the book was provided to all 9th grade students in Canton City Schools, and the entire community was invited and encouraged to read the book. Upon completion of the book, the City held several events, which allowed readers to meet and discuss the book, including an opportunity to meet the author, Ms. Golabek. 

The Children of Willesden Lane was the perfect book to launch this program. The subject matter is of interest to students and adults. The riveting story of Lisa Jura, Mona's mother who escaped Nazi peril by traveling from Vienna to London on the Kindertransport when she was just fourteen years old, made it difficult to put the book down. Students became very involved in discussions about the book. The live performance of Mona Golabek when she visited Canton in November 2005 and the love and passion she exemplified as she related her mother's dramatic story with background music on the piano, will forever be etched in the minds of adults and children alike. 

As Mayor, I enthusiastically support The Children of Willesden Lane to every city that is interested in promoting literacy and engaging in a community-wide reading program. I am grateful to Mona Golabek for bringing such a powerful story to our corner of the world. 

Sincerely, 

Janet Weir Creighton
Mayor, City of Canton, Ohio 

