Letter by Christopher A. Doherty, Mayor, City of Scranton, Pennsylvania 

Ms. Jane Foley
Milken Family Foundation
1250 Fourth Street
Santa Monica, CA 90401-1304 

Dear Ms. Foley: 

Last year, in our third annual "Scranton Reads—One City, One Book" program, we chose The Children of Willesden Lane by Mona Golabek. With the help of the Milken Foundation, Ms. Golabek came to Scranton to perform concerts and talk to young people in our schools about the Holocaust and the Kindertransport. As a result of that book selection, 2004 was our best year to date for community participation in "Scranton Reads" and I would like to tell you some of the benefits we derived. 

The Children of Willesden Lane was brought to my attention by Chris Mazzino, a teacher at West Scranton High School and 2003 Milken Family Foundation National Educator Award winner. With Chris's help, we were able to involve students in the Scranton School District in many ways, as we had been unable to in previous years. 

For the kickoff of the 2004 "Scranton Reads" program, a group of the West Scranton High School students re-enacted a vignette from The Children of Willesden Lane in the school auditorium, an event widely covered by the news media. The book was required reading for classes ranging from middle school to high school, so when Mona Golabek performed for students, they understood the significance of her music. 

Dividends from the 2004 program continue this year as a solid partnership has been forged between the City, The Scranton School District and the Scranton Public Library. For 2005, we have chosen The Crucible and Our Town. Performances of the plays are being mounted in city high schools and at the University of Scranton. Involvement by the community is high and we look forward to building on the success of last year. 

Once again, thank you for the help we received from the Milken Family Foundation. I urge my counterparts in other cities to consider The Children of Willesden Lane for their community reading programs. 

Sincerely, 

Christopher A. Doherty
Mayor, City of Scranton, Pennsylvania

