Letter by Annette "Mickey" Lentz,
Executive Director, Catholic Education and Faith Formation, Archdiocese of Indianapolis 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Our relationship with the Milken Family Foundation in bringing Mona Golabek and the story of The Children of Willesden Lane to approximately 250 students in the Archdiocese of Indianapolis was rewarding and a wonderful educational experience that helped us to enlighten our students and teachers as to the story of the Kindertransport. 

Through the generosity of the Milken Family Foundation, our students attended a concert where Ms. Golabek performed many of the classic piano pieces described in her book, while she told the story of her mother. Through this experience, our students were exposed to classical musical selections and learned about their story and how this music assisted Lisa Jura in her battle for survival in worn torn Austria and England. Our students learned about the Holocaust through music and literature of Ms. Golabek. As they listened to her story, they were inspired to be compassionate to others and to follow their own dreams. In several of the schools, the music teachers worked with the literature teachers to teach the lessons of the book, allowing for a natural team teaching experience that greatly benefited our students. 

The Children of Willesden Lane is beautifully written and from it our students learned not only about a difficult time in world history, they also learned about writing their own story. Teachers working with students on this project report that the students "devoured" the book and came to class eager to learn more about the time period, as well as how the book was constructed. By meeting the author, the students were able to have some of their questions about how she wrote the book ad why she wrote it answered, making the story even more meaningful. 

Students in our schools compared this novel to other novels written about the Holocaust and they also used the book to compare other groups of people who have suffered unspeakable indignities and great losses of life. They learned about the world's responses to these tragedies and then wrote essays about the comparisons. Some students used this novel to speculate how they would handle such a difficult situation. The story is so compelling that the teachers report that the quality of work received from the students was better than normal and very much written "from the heart." 

It is without reservation that the Archdiocese of Indianapolis would recommend the teaching of The Children of Willesden Lane and the attendance of a performance by Mona Golabek. The Entire project helped us to explore difficult topics with our students in a framework that is affirming, yet honest. Our students learned many different things from this project and we believe that this will be life long learning that will assist them when faced with difficult decisions and situations. 

Sincerely, 

Annette "Mickey" Lentz
Executive Director, Catholic Education and Faith Formation, Archdiocese of Indianapolis

